
 Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports, Seclusion, and Restraint 

This policy governs the use of positive behavioral methods and emergency safety interventions 
including seclusion and restraint. Any use of emergency safety interventions that does not meet 
the requirements set forth below is prohibited. 

I. Definitions

Aversive behavioral interventions: an intervention that is intended to induce pain or discomfort 
to a student for the purpose of eliminating or reducing maladaptive behaviors, including 
interventions such as: application of noxious, painful and/or intrusive stimuli, including any form 
of noxious, painful or intrusive spray, inhalants or tastes. 

Chemical Restraint: a drug or medication used to control a student's behavior or restrict freedom 
of movement that is not (A) prescribed by a licensed physician, or other qualified health 
professional acting under the scope of the professional's authority under State law, for the 
standard treatment of a student's medical or psychiatric condition; and (B) administered as 
prescribed by the licensed physician or other qualified health professional acting under the scope 
of the professional's authority under State law. 

De-escalation techniques: are strategically employed verbal and non-verbal interventions used to 
reduce the intensity of threatening behavior before a crisis situation occurs. 

Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA): is a collaborative problem-solving process that is used 
to describe the function or purpose that is served by a student's behavior. Understanding the 
function that an impeding behavior serves for the student assists directly in designing educational 
programs and developing behavior plans with a high likelihood of success. 

Mechanical Restraint: (A) any method of restricting a student's freedom of movement, physical 
activity, or normal use of the student's body, using an appliance or device manufactured for this 
purpose; and (B) does not mean devices used by trained school personnel, or used by a student, 
for the specific and approved therapeutic or safety purposes for which such devices were 
designed and, if applicable, prescribed, including: (1) restraints for medical immobilization; 
(2) adaptive devices or mechanical supports used to allow greater freedom of mobility than
would be possible without the use of such devices or mechanical supports; or (3) vehicle safety
restraints when used as intended during the transport of a student in a moving vehicle.

Parent: (A) a biological or adoptive parent; (B) a guardian generally authorized to act as the 
child's parent, or authorized to make decisions for the child (but not the State if the child is a 
ward of the State); (C) an individual acting in the place of a biological or adoptive parent 
(including a grandparent, stepparent, or other relative) with whom the child lives, or an 
individual who is legally responsible for the child's welfare; (D) a surrogate parent who has been 
appointed in accordance with O.A.C. 3301-51-0S(E); and (E) any person identified in a judicial 
decree or order as the parent of the child or the person with authority to make educational 
decisions on behalf of the child. 

Physical Escort: the temporary touching or holding of the hand, wrist, arm, shoulder, waist, hip, 
or back for the purpose of inducing a student to move to a safe location. 










